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DR. GEORGE FLEMING. 


The quite unexpected death of Dr. George Fleming 
on Saturday last, the 13th inst, at Combe Martin. 
will cause a universal feeling of sympathy and regret 
throughout the veterinary profession. On the 
Thursday previous he was apparently in his usual 
health and able to take part in the ceremonies con- 
nected with the marriage of his daughter. In the 
evening he was taken ill and after a restless night 
passed away quietly in his sleep at 8 a.m. The 
funeral took place on Wednesday. 

When Dr. Fleming retired from the position of 
Director-General of the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment in 1890 he went to reside in Devonshire. For 
some years past his only active participation in 
veterinary matters has been his attendance on the 
Board of Examiners. His time has been divided 
between revising his many books and growing roses— 
a pastime of which he was very fond and an art of 
which he was a master. 

This comparative retirement has not, however, 
loosened the hold he had upon the profession. Dr. 
Fleming had so deeply impressed himself by his 
literary and other work, that there is no member of 
the veterinary profession who will not feel the loss 
we have all sustained. ‘The work he did for us is so 
immense that it would be impossible to do justice to 
itat short notice, and we must postpone to next 
week an attempt to review it. Probably his 
literary work will keep alive his name and fame 
longer than his political exertions, but if he had 
never written a line his profession would bave been 
for ever indabted to him for his share in obtaining 
Supplemeniary Charters and the Act of Parliament 
upon which chiefly rests our social and professional 
position to-day. Next week we hope to give in some 
detail the results of Dr. Fleming’s strenuous and 
continuous efforts for his profession, and to accom- 
pany the article by a reproduction of a recent 
portrait. 


a 





QuarteRLY Meetine or Covuncin. 


Our report shows a very full attendance at Red 
Lion Square last week. The chief business was the 
election ofa Board of Examiners. Three members 
of the old Board resigned and in each case it may 
be truly said the profession sustained a loss. Pro- 
fessor Sims Woohead is so identified with the patho- 
logy of the diseases of animals that we veterinarians 
had almost agreed that he belonged as much to us as 
to the medical profession. In losing him as an ex- 
alhiner there is just this consolation—that we retain 

iM as a friend who knows and appreciates the 
velerinarian as do few outside our own corporation. 

t. Pallin, too, whose time is so absorbed by other 
public and private work that he is obliged to leave 


man’s resignation is due to his cruel affliction, and 
will be received by all who know him with feelings of 
regret and of the deepest sympathy. 

We note that the new Examining Board contains 
rather a smaller number of M.R.C.V.S. than the old 
one. This may be none the worse for the student, 
but we should have been more pleased had our pro- 
fession been able to supply the experts necessary for 
sound examination on all subjects. We must wait 
and hope that in time we may be able to meet the 
demand. 

Reports from the various Committees were received 
and adopted. We are sorry to note that the exami- 
nations in Scotland last Christmas were attended by a 
financial loss to the College. 

The Registration Committee, as usual, had to re- 
port on a vast amount of work. Very few of us 
estimate correctly the time and trouble the members 
of this committee give to the business of the pro- 
fession. The duties of the committee are certainly 
not always pleasant, but gentlemen are found willing 
to devote their time and talents to them. We, who 
only read the reports, little know the necessary work 
done and the hours occupied in doing it. 

The approach of June and the annual general 
meeting is suggested by the appointment of a com- 
mittee to organise the annual dinner. 

A very important matter was brought before the 
Council by Mr. James Simpson, who obtained the 
appointment of a small committee whose duty it will 
be to try and obtain frum the Minister of War some 
amelioration of the position and pay of the Army 
Veterinary Department. 

The fact is that every other officer in the service 
has now a military title, whereas the members of the 
veterinary service have a compound title which sug- 
gests that they are something less than soldiers. The 
pay, too, is less than that of officers in similar de- 
partments, and the pensions are calculated on a 
standard of proportion to pay lower than is awarded 
to others. Why these curious differences between 
veterinary and other officers should be maintained no 
one knows. The war in South Africa has demon- 
strated that horses are as important as guns, and it 
has shown too clearly that no amateurs can replace 
the properly trained officer. 

A very large proportion of the loss of horses and con- 
sequent inefficiency in South Africa is directly traceable 
to the fact that the numbers of the A.V.D. were sadly 
below what was necessary. We venture to think that 
this is not the worst of the matter. The number of 
Army veterinary officers is not nearly so important as 
their uses, and the British Army will never reap the full 
advantage to be derived from utilising trained veterin- 
arians until the authorities entrust them with fuller and 
wider powers in the selection and management of the 
horses. At present untrained boys are put in charge of 
horses on ship and rail, in depéts, and on the march. They 
have to trust entirely to the sergeants, who know very 





Us, is a loss not easily replaced. Mr. John Free- 


little more, and so the taxpayer has to suffer. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. - 


EMBOLIC LAMENESS. 


There are very few lamenesses of the horse which 
present symptoms so significant and diagnostic as 
that which results from embolism. Unfortunately 
most of our easily diagnosed lamenesses are uncom- 
mon. If even sixty per cent. of lameness was 
marked by symptoms so diagnostic as those due to 
embolism we should be lucky. Painful conditions 
affecting the limb below the fetlock are of every day 
occurrence and their location and nature puzzles the 
most experienced. Embolic lameness appears per- 
haps once in six or eight years, and then the most 
inexperienced of practitioners makes a _ certain 
diagnosis. 

Even in this form of lameness there are, however, 
variations in the symptoms which may cause the 
practitioner to hesitate. I propose to relate three 
cases in which some difference was noticeable in the 
indications, and I do so with the hope of drawing 
from other observers cases in which the ordinary 
typical signs were added to or obscured. 

Case I.—A grey mare which bad worked in an 
omnibus for two years without sign of lameness was 
brought home, with great difficulty, from the middle 
of her daily journey. 

The history of the case was that she had gone sud- 
denly lame, and in a few moments was so unable to 
move that she had to be taken out of harness, rested 
for a while, and then brought home in a float. 

About two hours later I found her in a loose box. 
The near fore limb appeared quite powerless and was 
deathly cold. Marked constitutional disturbance 
existed and the appetite was gone. Next day ail the 
symptoms were aggravated and the mare was unable 
to stand. She was slaughtered, and the axillary 
artery was found to contain a clot filling the vessel 
for some inches. 

Case II.—A chestnut gelding, bought at auction 
without a warranty. The day after purchase was put 
in harness and driven for about a mile and a half 
when lameness was noticed in the near hind leg. The 
coachman thinking the horse might have picked up 
a nail got down and examined the foot but found 
nothing. He drove on, but the lameness rapidly in- 
creased until the horse stopped and stood with the 
leg off the ground. After resting awhile the horse 
was slowly walked home. 

When seen by me next morning nothing abnormal 
was visible. The horse came out of the stable sound, 
and was run up the road without a limp. Thena 
man was put on his back and trotting was resorted to 
for perhaps ten minutes before lameness appeared. 
Once the lameness commenced it rapidly increased, 
until in two or three minutes the horse was at a 
standstill. The foot was raised from the ground, 
the muscles of the quarter seemed spasmodically 
contracted, the leg was quite cold, and patches of 
sweat were on the side and quarter. If the muscles 
relaxed so as to let the foot touch the ground, the 
limb was immediately raised again as if in great pain. 

In a few minutes these symptoms began to abate, and 


an attempt was made to lead the horse to his stable, 
but no weight could be supported on the affected 
limb, which knuckled over at the fetlock as if paraly. 
sed. With a little persuasion the horse hopped to the 
stable, some fifty yards, and then stood holding the 
foot off the ground. In his stall the excitement and 
pain soon abated, but the want of power in the leg 
continued for over half an hour. 

On examination per rectum the pulsation of the 
iliac artery on sound side was easily felt. On the 
affected side no pulsation was detected, but no “ hard 
thick cord’’ could be found. The movement of the 
limb in this case, the pain apparent when the foot 
touched the ground, the inability to support weight, 
suggested that the sensation the animal experienced 
was similar to - but much aggravated—that felt by 
man when he has what is called ‘ pins and needles” 
in his leg. 

This horse was sold by its owner, and so no post- 
mortem examination was possible. 

Case ITI.—A handsome big bay cart mare. Had 
had previous attacks. On my visit came out of stable 
sound, was trotted for five minutes on a straw ride, 
showed lameness behind, refused to go further and 
laid down on the ride. She immediately showed 
signs of abdominal pain, rolling and drawing her- 
self together as in violent colic. This lasted for ten 
minutes, but in about twenty minutes after the first 
sign of pain she was recovered and walked back to 
her stall apparently sound. 

These symptoms could be reproduced at any time 
by fast exercise, and passed off rapidly. On rectal 
examination no pulse was felt in either iliac, but dis- 
tinctly in the aorta. This mare was sold and on 
post-mortem made. 

This little experience suggests that the first attack 
is always the most violent one. That after-attacks 
are less serious, unless the horse be forced to keep 
moving when anyone can see that intense pall 
and lameness exists. That colicky pain occurs 
only when the clot extends forward from the iliac to 
the aorta. 

The three cases also show that the symptoms may 
differ considerably, although the special peculiarity— 
lameness on exercise, rapidly subsiding—is constant 
in all except the first attack. Ww. 


————_ 





THE TOXIC EFFECTS OF MORPHINE AND 
CHLOROFORM. 
By E. Watuis Hoang, F.R.C.V.5. 


Having had occasion lately to destroy a vety old 
favourite mare with chloroform 1 took the opp 
tunity of trying the effect of a large dose of morphine 
given at the same time. ie 

Twenty grains of morphine tartrate were adminis 
tered hypodermically, the animal was cast ‘an 
chloroform administered by Carlisle’s inhaler, 2" 
ounces being the first amount given. 

The preliminary excitement was very een 
animal neighing very persistently. Shortly aa 
consciousness occurred, there was profuse sweating; 
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limbs were present. Full doses of the chloroform 
failed to arrest these regular movements, which con- 
sisted of partial flexion and extension of fore and hind 
limbs alternately. The respirations became shallow, 
pulse quick and weak, and at the last respiratory 
movement the action of the heart ceased as well. 

Time, 20 minutes; amount of chloroform used, 
eight ounces. 

The involuntary movements continued up to the 
time of death. These involuntary movements | have 
always observed in the last stages of fatal chloroform 
narcosis in the horse where the drug has been ad- 
ministered in large amounts. Strange to say this 
phenomenon does not. occur in cases where chloroform 
has been given carefully during a long operation, and 
where serious respiratory symptoms may be observed. 
In such instances the respirations become gradually 
shallower, then appear to stop for a few moments, a 
deep inspiration next occurs, and respiration again 
proceeds. In earlier days, when chloroform was ad- 
ministered with very little allowance of air, we had 
on more than one occasion a very anxious time in- 
deed and imagined our patient was moribund but were 
surprised to find how he rallied. 

laminclined to think that in the above instance 
the morphine accelerated death ; at the same time 
the involuntary movements do not create a favourable 
impression to the onlookers as to the painless nature 
of the death. 

It isinteresting to enquire into the nature of these 
involuntary movements produced hy large doses of 
chloroform, or of morphine in the horse. Evidently 
they must be due to excitation of some portion of the 
spinal cord, although in the case of chloroform we 
would hardly expect such to occur in a state approach- 
ing fatal narcosis. Experience teaches us how 
powerful must be the reflex centres in the nervous 
system of the horse, as unless very deep anesthesia 
be induced irritation of a large nerve will cause a cer- 
tain amount of involuntary movement. 

This is well seen in castration where, with a suffi- 
cient degree of anesthesia to perform the operation 
without any pain, a few slight movements of the hind 
limbs will occur when the clamp is placed on the 
vascular portion of the spermatic cord. This teaches 
us that it is not necessary or desirable to push the 
tministration of the drug until these reflexes are 
totally abolished. It is this overdosing with chloro- 
form that makes the administration of the drug so 
formidable an affair with some individuals, while 
with others it offers an excuse for the prejudices they 
hold against it. 


With reference to morphine it is now pretty well | 


agreed that large doses of it, or of any opiate, will 
produce the “circus mode of progression” in the 
torse, while toxie doses cause intense excitement, 
“en approaching to delirum, greatly accelerated re- 
‘prations and profuse sweating. We are not yet 
‘ware of the exact action of morphine on the brain 
rspinal cord, which produces the peculiar pheno- 


a of walking in a circular fashion. 


| first class, well worth listening to. 


at in human beings toxic doses of this drug cause | ly 


patient walk about if possible and to rouse him by 
every means. The contrast between this and the 
effect of the drug on the horse is very striking, and 
investigation is requisite before we can offer a satis- 
factory explanation. 


“ VETERINARY ” LECTURES—“ VETERI- 
NARY "EDITORS. 


‘‘ We do like when the Professor comes out to give 
a lecture,—he is so nice and pleasant, and makes 
everything so clear and easily understood,—we get a 
lot of information from the Professor every time he is 
with us.’’* 

‘* Under the auspices of the County Council and its 
Technical Education Committee, Professor 
of the Veterinary College will lecture in the 
village School-room (or the Town Hall) to Gentlemen, 
farmers, dairymen, and all interested, on ‘* Diseases 
of the Domesticated Animals’’—Admission F'ree.”’ 
That is ‘a Local Authority caring for the wants of 
its constituency,” but it is also simply the plain 
sum and substance of the whole matter, for these 
lecturers cannot go on ad injinitum talking platitudes, 
sooner or later they must deal with professional 
subjects, or their prelections would lose their relish. 
While as for our friend the ‘‘ veterinary ’’ editor. he 
‘‘ makes no bones about the thing,’”’ his best advice: 
is free to anybody on any subject—‘‘all is grist that 
comes to his mill.”’ 

‘‘ Popular lectures on how to feed, and rear, and 
manage animals’’ no one objects to, but when as 
per syllabus to hand it comes to—‘‘ Contagious 
Abortion” (all that is known about it), ‘‘ Diseases of 
the Udder and Milk Contamination,’ ‘‘ Parasites ”’ 
(of all sorts and how to deal with them), ‘ Horse- 
shoeifig’’ (in all its branches), ‘‘ Skin Diseases, 
Mange. Scab, etc.,’’ ‘‘ Infective Diseases—Tubercu- 
losis (and all about tuberculin), Anthrax, Blackleg, 
Strangles, Glanders, Tetanus, Navel-ill’’ (their 
nature and prevention),—‘‘ Teeth of Animals” (all 
that is necessary to know), ‘ First Aid (and often 
last aid) in Colic, Hemorrhage, Choking, Severe 
Labour Pains, Tympanitis, with balling, drenching, 
food for invalids,’’ ‘‘Common Ailments of Cattle— 
two lectures,” etc., etc., it is surely time to draw the 
line. 

Under the name of ‘Technical Education” and 
'* Rural Economy ’”’ “ a winter course of a dozen and 
more lectures, deliveredweekly by learned Principals, 
scientific Professors, distinguished Examiners, and 
eminent veterinarians.’’ What a boon to the public, 
' what a blessing to the district! How pleased the 
| local veterinary surgeons will be ? How much more 
| highly—after this inundation of talent—will they be 
appreciated ? How much more quickly and fre- 

quently their services called for? These lectures are 
Many a student 
under *‘ the higher fees and lengthened curriculum ” 








We know | might envy what is so plainly, so clearly, so succinct- 


yet gratuitously set before these gentlemen, 


sleep : " ; ; 
“pines, cessation of reflex action and gradual un- | farmers, blacksmiths, coachmen, “ grieves,”’ cattle- 


ci : ; 
“hsclousness, and one of the most important points 


men, ‘hinds,’’ grooms, and the public generally. 


” the treatment of this condition is to make the | Strange that local veterinary surgeons do not as a 
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rule bless these talented lecturers, but rather mildly 
anathematize the whole class of them. ‘ Health ” 
lectures one can understand,—‘ Sanitation ’’ lectures 
are always acceptable,—‘‘ Popular lectures on the 
breeding, rearing, and management of stock’’ no 
one, as stated, has the slightest objection to, but 
‘County Council,”—‘:Technical Education,’ —*‘Rural 
Economy,”—‘‘ Veterinary ’’ lectures of the above sort, 
and ‘‘ Veterinary ”’ agricultural, and sporting editors 
of all sorts are a confounded nuisance, a mild pro- 
fessional abomination which should be cast out. 
‘¢ Fools doctor themselves,’’—and ‘‘ fools doctor horses 








on those fairly bad, but when the case gets serioys 
difficult, probably hopeless and incurable, send for the 
professional man. ‘‘ Every man his own horse anj 
cattle doctor” as far as possible with the one hand 
‘‘raise the standard of education and elevate the pro- 
fession’’ with the other. Quackery of the yors 
sort. 

What, after all said and done, is the real true 
nature of‘‘ veterinary ” lecturing and editorialism?— 
simply Self —self-advertisement, self-aggrandisement, 
self-glorification,—and a very tender fondness for the 
fees—£2 to £5 a ‘ Rural Economy” lecture, £254 


and cattle” very often, and these lecturers and | ‘‘ Technical Education course,” £50 to £100 in “ the 


paper men help them very considerably. 

College and examination fees now reach £80 or 
£100 at least. Keep and maintenance another 
hundred or two, and yet some of these Professors 
and Teachers, and Examiners run all over the 
country lecturing to everybody’s clients—save their 
own. 

A young newly fledged M.R.C.V.S. starts business 
in a country town against old and respected practi- 
tioners and to shew his gentlemanliness and superior 
erudition he straightway invites all and sundry to 
the best Hotel to hear a course of—the pity of it— 
‘* Veterinary ”’ lectures. 

An eminent Fellow and Examiner of the R.C.V.S. 
delivers a course of ‘technical’ lectures with 
‘demonstrations on the living animal’’--a great success 
—sixty and eighty of an audience each evening, 
great mutual pleasure expressed,—at the end a gener- 
ous and handsome resolution to give—in token of 
benefits received—a subscription to the ‘‘Soldiers’ 
Widows and Orphans Fund,” and the munificent sum 
of thirty-five shillings—rather less than sixpencea head 
is ferwarded. The little incident is very characteris- 
tic. A good round sum (Government Grant) to the 
lecturer ;—six or seven splendid lectures and demon- 
strations to the farmers ;—but when it comes to the 
pocket,—a marked constriction. 

From the mind and thoughts of the better—and it 
is to be hoped the larger class—of one’s clients these 
lectures and newspaper advice ‘‘ slide as water from a 
duck’s back,’’ but unfortunately there is now-a-days 
a class—and a very large class too—who simply go 
to these lectures and consult the “ agricultural 
oracle’’ for what they can get, and they want to get 
without paying for it as much “veterinary ’’ know- 
ledge as possible. These men—farmers, blacksmiths, 
and others, don’t generally care much about “ health 
and management ”’ dissertations, they have had all 
that before ; and they don’t care much for prescrip- 
tions and recipes and doses, they have plenty such at 
home and have long used them ;— what they want 
specially is ‘‘ the principle of the thing ’’;—to get to 
know without paying for it what is the true nature of 
most of the common diseases affecting stock, and 
what the most generally approved and most likely 
best lines of treatment. To know the principles on 
which the veterinary surgeon does his work, how far 
he can cure disease, and wherein he is helpless ;—just 
to know when to call him in, and when to dispense 
with his services ; and in this questionably laudable 
ambition these ‘‘ lecturers and editors ’’ render them 
yeoman service. ‘‘ Doctor the mild cases, try your hand 





| 
| 


| 





farmers’ journal sanctum.” The only remedy s0 far 
as I can judge, is ‘‘ Splendid isolation.” Drop as 
many of these men as possible out of the Council 
and off the Examining Board. Drop them out of 
office in the Medical society. Don’t send for them 
in consultation. Shew them that in the end their 
little game does not pay. Failing that I fear we 
will have ‘‘ veterinary ’’ lectures and “ veterinary” 
editors to the end of the chapter. 

It is but fair, however, here also to admit that 
some of these Professors and Examiners and Editors 
are very clever able men ;—‘‘ most excellent Fellows,” 
a few of them with a pinch of ‘“ salt’’—even “ jolly 
good fellows.”” What have they really got to say for 
themselves ? Wherein do lectures such as those named 
in the syilabus,—wherin do these weekly ‘‘veterinary” 
effusions in agricultural and sporting and local 
papers benefit the members of our profession? Will 
they kindly ‘face the matter fairly and squarely.” 

C. Cunnincuam, M.RC.V.5. 

Slateford. 








NEW METHOD OF SEARCHING FOR THE 
MANGE PARASITES. 


By Srewarr Srocxman, Professor of Pathology, 
Dick College, Edinburgh. 


Everyone who has bad much to do with scab in 
sheep—for it is with these animals that the inspec- 
tor is chiefly concerned— must know how often long 
and tedious examinations of scurf and wool under 
the microscope give negative results, Negative 
evidence is always unsatisfactory, and that of a 
dozen experts who had: failed to find acari 10 
material taken from a suspected case of psoric 
acariasis would be valueless in the face of that of one 
man who could produce a single acarus taken from 
the same suspect. One man may have the g0 
fortune to discover an acarus in the first small tuft 
of wool which he examines by the ordinary dry 
method, while another may search for hours without 
result. It has been the fate of the writer to examine 
a great many samples of wool and scurf 10 which 
very few acari were present, and in these cases he has 
found the wet method the more satisfactory ; but It 


certainly has its disadvantages. The suspected woo 
and scurf are triturated in the ordinary way oly 
mortar with a 20 per cent. solution of liq. potass# 
This treatment washes the acari off the - * 
removes from the parasites particles of greasy “ 
which might obscure them. The customary W% © 
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to spread several drops of this fluid on a glass slide 
and examine it under a low power lense of the micro- 
scope. In moving the slide about to change the 
feld while the eye is engaged at the microscope, one 
can hardly avoid examining certain parts over and 
overagain, while others may escape examination 
altogether. To do away with this disadvantage the 
writer has had made a special slide (1) which is larger 
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than an ordinary large microscope slide. The greater 
portion of the slide is ruled into squares. Each of 
these squares represents the field of a No. 3 objective 
wed with a No. 1 eye-piece, but the usefulness of the 
slide is not materially reduced by employing a No. 2 
or even a No. 3 eye-piece. Tostill further lessen the 
chance of examining the same field twice and to 
facilitate refinding, the rows of squares are numbered. 
The fluid to be examined is sucked up into a glass 
tubedrawn out at one end. A fewdrops are spread 
ina thin layer over the ruled portion of the slide and 
placed under the microscope at the square marked 1. 
The slide is then drawn steadily from left to right 
following the horizontal lines of the first series of 
squares which appear in the field. Supposing one stops 
the movement of the slide to more particularly ex- 
amine some suspicious object, the perpendicular lines 
Which also appear in the field enable the lateral | 
movements to be controlled. The squares have the 
additional advantage of facilitating counting. 

To thoroughly wash the wool a considerable 
quantity of the potash solution is necessary. This 
means, of course, that a large amount of fluid must 
‘examined in quantities of a few drops at a time. 
To get over this difficulty the writer distributes the 
washings in two or three test tubes and transfers 

‘m to the centrifuge. Anordinary milk centri- 
figal machine suits the purpose. When the fluid has 

*n subjected to the centrifugal action the solids | 
tte throwndown. The clear fluid above is gently | 
Dlpetted off until only a very small quantity is left in 
“ntact with the solids. The remainder is shaken up 
wits dregs, and every drop of it can be examined 
, €slide in a comparatively short space of time. If 

found that the sediment on the glass is too dense, 
to one has to do is to add a few drops of potash solu- 

a Centrifugalisation is certainly the best method, 
a the practitioner should not have access to the 

“sary apparatus he can still advantageously make 








Phase slides were made by Messrs. W. Watson and. 
tnburgh Agent, 16 Forrest Road, Edinburgh. 






use of a glass filter dish (2). 
A piece of rubber tubing is 
fixed on the end of an ordi- 
nary glass funnel, and the 
tubing is clamped. The fluid 
is poured into the funnel and 
allowed to settle for an hour 
or more. By this time most 
of the solids will have sunk 
to the bottom, and they can 
be drawn off drop by drop by 
gently opening the clamp. 

It is not claimed for this 
method that it is infallible ; 
no method of the kind could 
be. It very materially saves 
time and labour, however 
and in the hands of the writer 
it bas given infinitely better 
results than any other method 
of dealing with material which contains only a few 
parasites. It is not to be supposed that the other 
methods should be discarded ; a few tufts of wool and 
some of the scurf should always be first examined on 
a warm slide either with a magnifying-glass or under 
the microssope. When this fails, however, to disclose 
the presence of acari, as it often does, the precipitation 
method will in many cases succeed. 


ru We 
\ ll il Mh 





\\ 









(2) This method of collecting precipitated solids—tubercle 
bacilli from milk—was described some years ago by Pro- 
fessor M’Fadyean. 











ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


AvusoULTATION OF THE Lunes 1n Cattte.—By Dr. 
Exuincer, of Dermbach. 


It is a well known theorem that the strength and 
rapidity of respiration has a great influence on the 
loudness of the normal as well as pathological respira- 
tion sounds. In human medicine when ausculta- 
ting the lungs doctors usually insist on deep respira- 
tions, but it is not always advantageous to allow 
very forced and quick breathing. In our domesti- 
cated animals it is only possible to a limited extent 
to obtain a similar voluntary control over the respira- 
tions. The veterinary practitioner takes notice first 
of the respiratory movements of his respective 
patients. By more or less accelerated movements 
not only will the breathing be quickened but also at 
times cough loosened and expectoration accomplished. 

Réder by sending a cow up and down a yard at a 
trot several times succeeded in bringing on a fit of 
coughing, expectoration was produced and tubercle 
bacilli found in the discharge. Reasoning from 
analogy such a proceeding will increase respiration 
and make the respiration séunds better audible. 

Veterinary surgeon Roberts now considers the 
following procedure very useful. The animal is ex- 
amined in the stall and also after forced movements 
outside. On arrival again in the stall and during 
the auscultation of the thoracic organs the nostrils 
are covered with one fold of linen cloth or a linen 
apron held moderately firmly so that the animal 
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ofthe breathing for a longer or shorter time be 
jeomplished. The result of an examination con- 
ducted in this manner is very accurate. 

This procedure answers extremely well in estab- 
lishing cavities, tubercles, or thickenings of lung 
tissue, adhesions of the pleura pulmunalis with the 
pleura costalis, such as chiefly occur in tuberculosis. 
In this way also at the height of inspiration the ab- 
normal lung sounds (rhoncus, sibilus, and _ tubal 
und, etc.) can be heard plainly. 

Finally, also any abnormalities present will be 
seentuated by this method of auscultation, and 
eughing can be produced, thus one is right well in 
sposition to give a correct and definite decision.-- 
Ex. Berliner Thieraizt Woch. 

G. M. 








Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 





Aquarterly meeting of the Council was held at the 
College on Friday, April 12th. Mr. A. C. Cope, presi- 
dent, was in the chair, and the following members signed 
the obligation book : Sir Frederick FitzWygram, Col. 
Duck, Messrs. Abson, Allen, Barrett, Byrne, Carter, 
Dewar, Edgar, Hartley, Lawson, Locke, Mason, M:Call, 
Mcl. McCall, McFadyean, Mulvey, Penberthy, Pritchard, 
Simpson, Trigger, Villar, Wartnaby, W. O. Williams, and 
Hat The Solicitor, Mr. Thatcher, and the Secretary, 
Mr. Hill, were also present. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read 
and approved. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


A letter was read from the Home Office, signed by Mr. 
Charles T. Ritchie conveying to the College His Majesty’s 
thanks for the lofal and dutiful resolution of the Coun- 

expressing sympathy on the occasion of the lamented 
death of Her Late Majesty and congratulation on His 

ajesty’s accession to the Throne. 

A letter was also read from Prof. W. Owen Williams, 
miting on behalf of himself and other members of his 

ily, thanking the Council for the kind letter of sym- 
y and condolence in their irreparable loss. 

‘. the motion of Mr. Locke, seconded by Prof. MclI. 
sll the letters were ordered to be placed upon the 

A letter was also read from Prof. Edgar informing the 
or that it was not his intention to seek re-election 

‘the forthcoming election of Council ; and a letter re- 
ate his seat on the Council was read from Mr. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. Law- 

€ resignation was accepted. 
vi etter was read from Mr. W. Pallin announcing that 
wy. sap reesure of public and private business he did 
ry to seek re-electicn as examiner ; and a letter 
te t. John Freeman resigning his position as exam- 
mis aleo placed before the meeting. ‘ 

¥ ULVEY: I should like to move a very sincere 

thanks to these gentlemen who acted as exami- 

Dlin or so many years—-I mean Mr. Freeman, Mr. 

; and Prof. Sims Woodhead. 
bed tech ENT: There is no letter from Mr. Wood- 


resigning. 
ak LVEY: But he intimated that he would not 
. The Pe ection. 
en ESIDENT : To whom ? 
- MULVRy : Generally. 





Mr. Wrage : I have very great pleasure in seconding 
the proposition. 
Carried unanimously. 


Osituary List. 


The SECRETARY read the obituary list which contained 
18 names. 

Mr. WraGc pointed out that Mr. Thomas Campbell, 
of Kirkcudbright, was at one time the examiner of the 
Board and moved that a vote of condulence should be 
sent to his family. 

Mr. MULVEY 
carried. 


seconded the motion, which was 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. TRIGGER read the report of the Finance Commit- 
tee and mbOved its adoption. The report dealt with 
matters purely of a formal character and stated that the 
balance at the bank at the present time was £106 13s. 

Mr. Lawson seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Simpson, as Chairman of the Committee, read the 
Report, which recommended the restoration of certain 
names to the Register. Prosecutions were recommended 
in two cases. In a case against a veterinary surgeon 
with regard to a certificate in connection with diseased 
meat the Committee reported that they had considered 
the case and were of opinion that no evidence had been. 
disclosed sufficient to warrant the interference of the 
College. The Committee also reported that they had 
considered a complaint made against a member of con- 
duct disgraceful in a professional respect and had found 
the charge proved, but did not make any recommenda- 
tion. Mr. Simpson moved the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Lawson seconded the motion. 

Prof. McCaLt raised a point in connection with a prac- 
titioner in Glasgow, and moved that the solicitor should 
make enquiries into the matter. 

Mr. Barrett seconded Prof McCall’s motion, as he 
felt that when the case referred to came before the com- 
mittee, the committee were in a sense desirous of shirk- 
ing an investigation into the facts--(“ No”)—at least 
there was a tendency not to give the case the attention 
which it deserved. 

Mr. Mutvey: That is untrue. 

Mr. BARRETT said that at the meeting of the Com- 
mittee he moved that the matter should be referred to 
the solicitor, and he was met with a chorus of disappro- 
bation by the members who endeavoured to show that 
there was no necessity to do anything of the kind. 

Mr. WraGcG moved that the case should be referred 
back to the Registration Committee. 

Mr. Locke seconded the amendment, and Professor 
McCall having withdrawn his motion in favour of Mr. 
Wragg’s, the amendment referring the case back to the 
Registration Committee was put and carried. The re- 
port of the Registration Committee, minus the paragraph 
referring to the case, was then adopted, and the 
authority of the College attached to the prosecutions re- 
commended. 

With regard to the case in which the Committee had 
found a charge of disgraceful conduct in a professional 
respect proved, but had made no recommendation, Prof. 
Penberthy asked why the Registration Committee had 
not acted as heretofore and made a suggestion one way 
or the other ? 

Mr. Mason pointed out that under the bye-laws no 
recommendation could be made by the Committee. 

Mr. THATCHER (solicitor) said that the Committee were 
acting under Section 8 of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 
1881, which said: “ The report of the Committee after 
hearing the person concerned, if he so desires, shall be for 
the purpose aforesaid conclusive as to the facts, but so 
that the Council shall form their own judgment on the 
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case independently of any opinion of the Committee.’ 
It was therefore thought better simply to state the facts 
and allow the Council to form a conclusion. 

Mr. BARRETT moved that a letter of censure should be 
written to the member whose conduct was in dispute, and 
this was seconded by Prof. MicI. McCall. 

Mr. MULVEy considered that was hardly sufficient, 
and Prof: Penberthy proposed the removal of the name 
from the Register and the reconsideration of the case 
on the application of the member after a period of 12 
months. 

Mr. MuLvEy seconded the motion, and Mr. Barrett 
having withdrawn his, Professor Penberthy’s motion was 
agreed to. 

EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mutvey read the report of the Examination Com- 
mittee, which amongst other things dealt with the sub- 
ject of the Walley Memorial Prize Fund, and recommen- 
ded that the amount of the year’s proceeds of the fund, 
£7 6s. 10s., should be sent to the successful candidate, | 
Mr. W.S. Harris. Mr. Mulvey moved the adoption of | 
the report. 

Mr. ABSON seconded. 

Replying to Prof. McCall, Mr. Trigger said that on the 





Christmas examinations in Scotland the College lost 
about £50. 
The report was adopted. | 
The Library and Museum Committees Report was also 
adopted. 
ELECTION OF EXAMINERS. 


The Council then proceeded to the election of exami- 
ners for the forthcoming examinations, a matter which 
occupied a considerable time. For the membership 
examination this month the following examiners were 
elected : 

Class A.—Anatomy of Domesticated Animals : Messrs. 
J. Blakeway and W. Harvey Bloye. 

In Chemistry and Elementary Physics: Messrs. H. 
Somerville and J. M. H. Munro. 

In Biology, Elementary Zoology, and Botany: Messrs. 
J. Reynolds Green and J. R. Ainsworth Davis. 

Class B.—Anatomy of Domesticated Animals: Prof. 
George Fleming and W. F Peacock. 

In Physiology and Histology: Prof. T. H. Milroy and 
J. B. Haycraft. 

In Stable Management: Mr. R. Moore and Mr. Albert 
Wheatley. 

Class C.—-Morbid Anatomy, Pathology and Bacterio- 
logy: Messrs. Leith and G. Dean. 

Materia Medica, Pharmacy, etc. : Messrs. James Clark 
and F. T. G. Hobday. 

Veterinary Hygiene and Dietetics : Messrs. W. Woods 
and J. A. Nunn. 

Class D.—Principles of Veterinary Medicine, Messrs. 
J. Malcolm and N. Almond. 

In the Principles of Veterinary Surgery, etc. : Messrs. 
H. Olver and W. Hunting. 

For the Fellowship Examination the following were 





appointed : 
In Veterinary Medicine and Surgery: Prof. James | 
Macqueen. 
Veterinary Hygiene and Sanitary Science : Mr. George | 
Fleming. | 
Pathology and Bacteriology : Mr. John Malcolm. | 
In Class C., three years course, on the motion of Mr. 
Mulvey, the examiners already appointed in Classes C. 
and D. were appointed to act in the Class C. three years 
course. 
Class B., three years course, Messrs. Fleming and 
Peacock, and Messrs. Milroy and MHaycraft were 
appointed examiners. 


DatTE OF FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION. 
On the motion of Professor W. O. WILLIAMs, seconded 





sl 


by Mr. MuLvVEy, it was resolved that the Fellowship 
congue naam should be held in Edinburgh on the a4) 
May. 

SCRUTINEERS. 


On the motion of Mr. TRIGGER, seconded by Mr 


VILLAR, it was resolved that the scrutineers appointed 
last year should be asked to act again, the President 
being empowered to fill up vacancies which might be 
caused by any gentleman declining to act. 


ANNUAL DINNER. 


On the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr, 
MULVEY, it was agreed to hold the annual dinner ag 
usual, and the President, Mr. Mulvey, Mr. Wragg, Mr, 
Barrett, and Mr. Simpson were appointed to act as a 
Dinner Committee. 

The next item on the agenda was a notice by Mr. 
J. F. Simpson that he would draw attention to the fact 
that the position of the officers of the Army Veterinary 
Department remained unchanged since the Council first 
approached the War Office upon the subject, and would 
move aresolution. 

In accordance with his notice, Mr. Smmpson said: Sir 
Frederick FitzWygram has voluntarily laid certain 
facts before me and certain views of his own with refer- 
ence tothis matter and I have good reason to believe 
that he is the staunch friend to the veterinary profession 
that he has always been. Therefore the fact of his taking 
me into his confidence to-day shows that he has a desire 
still to serve the interest of the veterinary profession. 
The members know what the nature of the ccmplaints 
of the Army Veterinary Department and of the profes- 
sion asa whole were ; it was the non-recognition of the 
members of the Department as compared with the 
recognition that was given to the officers of the Army 
Medical Department. There was the fact that the pay 
of our brethren in the Army was insufficient. It was 
also considered that the pension allowance was insufi- 
cient; it was also considered that inasmuch as the Army 
Medical Departn.ent had the privilege of combatant 
titles and the Veterinary Department had not, that that 
was areal grievance. It was stated that the members 
of the Veterinary Department were possibly not proud 
of their position as veterinary surgeons, but that [assure 
you has absolutely nothing whatever to do with it. 5 
far from being ashamed of their title of veterinary sur 
geons they are proud of it. In asking you to endeavoll 
to advance their interests I am asking you to endeavour 
to advance the interests of the whole profession. T have 
always maintained that there was never any occasion for 
dropping the title of surgeon in the case of the doctors 
but seeing that the surgeons of the Army now are allowe 
to drop their title, and that every other Departmentit 
the Army are alléwed to do the same, from the Medica 
Department down to the school master, and are “Te 
to call themselves, lieutenant, captain, and so 00, whl 
the veterinary profession is the only non-combant 
department in the Army which is deprived of oe 
privilege, I think you will see that there is a gre his 
You will say probably that we have tried to remedy 4 
and have failed. That I do not agree with. As I a 
when I first introduced this subject some two years om 


we cannot expect to get what we want all at as oe only 


| we made any progress? I maintain we have. 


half a secret that we asked that the term of —, te 
tween promotion from lieutenant to captain a 
reduced from the ten years, and there has been thio & 
a recommendation made at the War Office, ver re 0 
very short time you will find it will be reduced, oreasel 
years to 7. Then there have been some slight * ole 
made in the pay. Neither of these things og 4 War 
until we began to make representations to : 
Office. It is true that at the present tim 


e the quest 
+ 4 7 av D y 
of title is kept in the background, but you have 0 
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persevere with the War Office and you will get what | evidence in civil actions by the Society’s officers was 
you want. General FitzWygram’s idea agrees to some prejudicial to the interests of justice and asking him to 
— pete a Sate havea poten Bigg er bo Sourempemense such action on the part of his inspectors 
yi 0 e Minister i i i ally ex .. 

for War. We have one Minister of War who declined to ise Ge Tien bee a ee 
receive US, but the present Minister of War may not de- | surgeon, and Mr. Villar considered it an for any la E 
cline to do so. At any rate we received respectful | man to give such evidence oe 
answers from the late Minister and more than half} Mr. Barrerr formally seconded the resolution 
promises have been made in the House of Commons in} Mr. Wraac said he had seen the case in The Veteri 
answer to questions which I have prompted, and I think | nary Record and had read that evidence at the lem- 
the time has come when we may ask for the fulfilment | mittee of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelt 
of these promises. Ia reply to our communication it | to Animals, and both the Secretary and the Committe 
was said that the whole subject of the Veterinary | deprecated the action of their officer, and it was decided 
Department would have consideration at the termina- | that the Secretary should enquire into the matter 
gin RE gph 98 9 ag ge to - 7 TRIGGER moved as an amendment the deletion of 

try, pr said that yas at an en the latte part « 8 i inti 
and it is evident that it is sufficiently at an end for some giving a Lar bal nag ype) parry Day od fae 
of the grievances to be considered, inasmuch as the War | officers was prejudicial t» the interests of justice ‘etc ™ 
Uffice have considered the question of increased retire-| The amendment was seconded by Profess we Edgar and 
ment pay and the decrease of the time of the service | on being put was lost. and the 3i weap V eVilla 
before aman can attain the rank of captain. This Com- | was oad oe eo soe 
mittee, if it is your pleasure to appoint it, will have the +a 
opportunity of laying such facts as these before the Notice or Morion By THE PRESIDENT. 
Minister of War, that the same length of education has! The PResmDENT gave notice that at the next meeting 
to be undergone by the veterinary student as that under- of Council in July it was his intention to propose that 
gone by the medical student, that the certificate which | Dr. Bang, Veterinary Adviser to the Danish Govern- 
will admit to membership of the profession is on an | ment, be elected Foreign Associate of the Royal College 
equality with those of the Army Medical Corps. Candi- | of Veterinary Surgeons. notice of which would be duly 
dates for the A.V.D. are hardly to be found, and at the | suspended in the room. 
present time they are from thirty to forty short of the | This concluded the business of the quarterly meeting. 

| 
| 











regulation number. The A.V.D. is not popular at the = 
present time for three reasons, the want of proper pay, 
the want of proper recognition of their equality with the 
AM.D., and the insufficiency of their retiring allowance. 
a men - been approached since they | 
returned from South Africa and asked to join the | SRE an ee ee ee 
Department but they have nearly all said No, not under | Ww eeen. COUNTERS 
existing conditions I think ‘it is acknowledged by | VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
many men that the best men take the FitzWygram ? 7 
prize, but there is not an instance of a FitzWygram’s | “REDWATER,’ 
em ever going into the Army. I have General | By Ropert Younes, M.R.C.V.S. 

9 4 NT : | 

itzWygram.s statement—“ None of my prizemen ever | (Read before the recent meeting of the Association at Truro) 


join the A.V.D.” 








VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


Prof. Epcar: There was Steel and I think one of the| Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I must first thank 
Moore’s, | you asa young member for the honour in asking me to 


Mr. J. F. Stimpson: I give it to you.for what it is | read a paper before you. My reasons for choosing this 
— I therefore formally move: “That a small subject are that (1) we appear to have very little litera- 
See of five be appointed to ascertain whether the | ture on the subject, and that which I have read certainly 
: ster for War would be willing to receive a deputa- | does not coincide with my experience of the disease. (2) 
lon in order that a deputation may lay before him the The disease appears to vary with the locality. I trust 
— of the veterinary profession as a whole, and that that by discussion I may learn the views of other practi- 
com event of the Minister of W ar not seeing his way to | tioners on the subject. 
npr a deputation, the Committee shall draw up | Definition.— Red water, Blackwater, Moor-ill, Heemo- 
Pet re to be forwarded to the Minister of War.” albuminaria, Hematuria, Hematinuria, is a disease of 
ines ENBERTHY: I am perfectly sure that this | cattle characterised by colouration of the urine, varying 
a needs itself to every single Member of the from a light red, claret colour, to a dark brown (almost 
it T it requires no words from me in seconding resembling stout), associated with premonitory diar- 
‘»- therefore second the motion. 'rhoa, followowed by apparent constipation and prostra- 
% oe was carried unanimously, and the follow- | tion. - 
Villar a was appointed: Messrs. Simpson, Mulvey, | Pathology.—I am afraid this portion of my paper is 
wy hs > yean, Lawson, Penberthy, and the Presi- | very incomplete, and [ am quite certain there are many 
este resident requesting to be allowed a little | present who will notagree with me. It is generally con- 
sibs organ the question as to whether he should sidered to be heemo-albuminuria, and the red colour of 
pe ld ve , as being a public officer he did not think | the urine to be due to the escape of hematin, conse- 
ud very well approach another department. quent on the disintegration of the red blood corpuscles, 
M _ caused by an impoverished condition of the blood, Iam 
Mr. Viena " OTION BY Mr. VILLAR. _ | of opinion, however, that in most oe it is hecenaturte, 
me Pe -nad ae > of 9 wre | 4 a oe — _ t is albuminous. 
oval Society ch was tendere y an O cer O the | Ay Chim rensow . ae oie + : ; 
mals in ety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani- (1) I have seen cases where nlood clots were actually 
eatly ni case heard in the provinces during the | passed per vaginam. No doubt we have all seen blood 
be Mow of this year, and moved that the Secretary passed per rectum in the early stage of some redwater 
rawin cted to write the Secretary of the R.S.P.C.A. | cases, and I ask why not per vaginam f 
& his attention to the evidence of one of -his| (2) The beneficial effect of turpentine and perchloride 


0 nae 
"sand pointing out to him that the giving of such of iron. 
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(3) The post-mortem appearances seem identical with 
those of internal hemorrhage. 

(4) I do not consider hemo-albuminuria, if neglected, 
would be so rapidly fatal, and the clinical appearances 
of an animal in the last stage of the disease are also 
identical with those of internal hemorrhage. 

Etiology.—I am firmly of opinion that this disease is 
due to a germ; for we see it on certain farms where if 
new cattle are brought, they are sure to contract the 
disease in a bad form, while those reared on the same 
land have a mild attack which appears to render them 
immune. It is endemic, for I aoe of several farms 
where they constantly get it, while the immediate 
neighbours have never seen a case on their land. As to 
it being a disease of the poor man’s cow, that certainly is 
not my experience. On thecontrary, we get it on the 
richest and best drained pastures. I have never noticed 
that turnips or roots in excess have been followed by an 
attack. Some months age I had a case in a fat steer, 
who had been tied up for some weeks and was having 
noroots. How did he get it? I notice that I generally 
get cases after heavy showers, and clients naturally 
think it is due toa chill, but I would rather think that 
moisture increases the vitality of the germ. Over- 
driving from fairs, markets, etc., has been considered a 
cause, but I am of opinion that these cases are not true 
redwater cases, but similar to azoturia in the horse. I 
recently saw a cow who had been driven from Launces- 
ten to Michell Fair and then to Grampound Road, a dis- 
tance of 50 miles. Her water was noticed to be black 
long before she got to her destination, and she had had 
very little to eat on the journey. When one considers 
the excessive muscular exertion in an animal who prob- 
ably had been in high keep prior to the sale, and never 
walked 50 miles in her life, it is easy to imagine the 
rapid tissue change, and consequent elimination of dark 
urine. These cases are serious, and I have particularly 
noticed the rapid muscular atrophy. 

Symptoms.—It is very rarely we, or even the owner, 
see the early symptoms, and [ find this particularly to 
be the case with steers, which are not under such close 
observation as heifers and milking cows. Occasionally 
a client comes in who knows there is something wrong 
with the cow but has not seen her water. I do not 
consider there is any diagnostic symptom but the colour 
of the urine, although there are others which are 
decidedly suspicious. In the early stages there may or 
may not be febrile excitement, but it is rarely we see 
cases in time to detect it. On the contrary, the internal 
temperature is generally a degree or two below normal, 
and the lower it is the more critical the case. The ex- 
tremities are generally cold, and the pulse very quick. 
On auscultating the heart, it will be found to be beat- 
ing very quickly sometimes palpitating. Ihe visible 
mucous membranes are often yellow, and always paler 
than natural, the pallor depending on the length of time 
the animal has been ill. At first there is diarrhoea, the 
feces being expelled with some force, as through a quill, 
followed by obstinate constipation and straining. The 
breathing is accelerated, and in some cases the bases of 
the lungs are slightly congested. Iam of opinion that 
there is not such a thing as parturient redwater, and 
take it that such cases are merely coincidences, but in 
the cow who has recently calved there is a peculiar 
puckered appearance of the vagina, and the urine is often 
voided in jerks, similarly to a sow. 

The urine varies from a light red to almost black, is 
thick to commence with and has a white froth on touch- 
ing the ground. In some districts it is light red to begin 
with, and remains so for some time; in others it gradually 
gets darker, while in some cases [ feel confident it is 
black to commence with. I! do not think I need trouble 
you with the analysis of urine, which is not easy to com- 
mit accurately to memory. 





There may be tenderness on pressure over the loins, 
but this is by no means a constant symptom. In a 
recent case I had where blood clots were passed per 
vaginam, the cow would scarcely let me approach ber 
and the slightest touch on the loins would send her to 
the ground. The secretion of milk is diminished, and 
in some cases hus a reddish tinge. Occasionally the 
stomach is deranged, evinced by grunting and grinding 
of teeth. 

Prognosis.—If taken in time the prognosis is certainly 
favourable. Provided the bowels are well opened at the 
commencement and the animal continues to feed there 
is little danger. Many cases require nothing but a big 
dose of salts, and it is through this that a man may gain 
or lose his reputation for treating redwater. I have 
often heard it said Mr. So-and-So was a clever man. One 
of his drenches would sure to put a_ bullock right. 
Should your client have had a case or two like this and 
the next you happen to treat for him is an obstinate one, 
he will probably think you know very little about the 
job. In nearly every village there is some authority on 
redwater, who often commences treatment by constipa- 
ting his patient with a bottle of cheap port wine, varied 
with flour gruel, and finishes him by attempting purging 
with big doses of salts. It is needless to say the progno- 
sis of such cases is decidedly unfavourable. 

In my experience the disease is more obstinate and 
dangerous in fat cattle than in those in store condition. 
Fat is only condition in the butcher’s point of view, and 
no doubt causes a sluggish condition of the excretory 
organs and consequent danger. I have often noticed 
that should the disease attack a bad doer, I meanan 
animal who has not been thriving for some time, and by 
careful nursing you pull him through, that he will com- 
mence to thrive at once and 1n a few weeks be like another 
animal. 

I consider it a very unfavourable symptom for the 
urine to change very suddenly from black to clear, and I 
would rather it returned to normal gradually. Out of a 
record of the last 63 consecutive cases I have had five 
deaths. One ina fat cow, two in high condition, and two 
(one a steer) very poor. In each instance the case had 
been badly treated or neglected. In one of the cows the 
urine changed from black to clear in two or three hours, 
and she died from exhaustion. 

Treatment.—Having satisfied myself that I have a 
case of redwater to deal with by examining the urine, I 
give a big dose of mag. sulph. It is not always a cow or 
steer will make water when you want them to, and one 
may not have a female catheter at hand. You may try 
rubbing the vagina or perineum with a bunch of hay, 
which is often successful. If this does not succeed and 
there is a pond close by I drive the animal into it so the 
water covers its fetlocke, when it will soon stale. I have 
never known this to fail. I clothe my patients and give 
them anything they will eat in abundance except hay, 
and plenty of cold water to drink. Oaten sheaves, oats 
and sea in preference. Should the water be no thinner 
and there is any straining, in twelve hours I repeat the 
salts which will often effect a cure. It is a mistake to 
keep drenching with gruel when the appetite 1s 200° 
often putting an animal off its food. However, if the 
patient is eating nothing, not even cabbage or vy leaves 
[I give Ol. tereb. 3ii., Lig. ferri. perchlor. fort. - 
eucalypt. aa. ii, Lig. potasse 3i, Oi. lini. ad. on 
every four hours in two quarts of linseed gruel made w! 
raw milk and three raw ‘eggs. In these cases sou ss 
there be straining and no foeces passed I consider 
second dose of salts dangerous. I backrake tuem _ 
generally find the mere fact of putting the arm in . 
rectum stimulates the peristaltic action of ne 
The constipation is due to paralysis of the — 8 — 
not to impaction, as the faeces are usually soft, an joer 
one’s arm is covered with dark blood from the conges 
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state of the mucous membrane. This I find is alway 
the case in fat cattle. Should clysters not havea the de- 
sired effect I give Ol. lini. Ojss. 

[have never found any symptoms of irritation to the 
kidneys or strangury from the repeated use of the turpen- 
tine, and it is very rarely the urine is not clear in four 
doses. Should it not be so I find wth. nit. 3ii., Pot. 
chlor. 3ss., Nux. vom. 3ii. in gruel as before will gener- 
ally clear it in one or two doses. 

I have mentioned the use of oil of eucalyptus, which [ 
happened to use one day in place of ol. cassiz to scent a 
redwater mixture. It is excreted almost entirely by the 
kidneys as I found by the pungent odour in a cow house. 
Containing — as it does, and being a good antisep- 
tic. recommended internally in malarial diseases, [ con- 
sider ita valuable drug. In cases of great postration I 
have had excellent results from Macadam’s liquid horse 
malt mixed with the gruel. Where there is tenderness 
over the loins the application of hot rugs is beneficial, 


and I find this especially applies to overdriving cases, | 


which on no account should be purged with salts. I tind 
a large dose of oil followed by malt extract and linseed 
gruel with Aith. nit. and pot. chlor. every four hours the 
best treatment. Ina recent case of this kind the bowels 
acted freely, but the feeces were of a light clay colour, 
due no doubt to liver derangement, which soon recovered 
with repeated doses of Acid nitro-hydrochlor. dil. 
With'regard to preventive treatment I have advised a 
liberal dressing of salt, but have not been long enough 
in my district to know the result. 

Post-mortem.— Unfortunately, except in one case, [ 
have been unable to make a post-mortem. I examined 
the liver particularly and found ita peculiar pale yellow 
colour and not congested with blood as usually described, 
otherwise there was every appearance of death from 
hemorrhage. I had hoped to have given you the results 
of chemical tests for blood in the urine, but since being 
asked to read this paper I have been unable to procure 
any fresh samples uncontaminated with drugs. 

Iam afraid my paper is not a very scientific one, and 
perhaps some will think it based on wrong pathology. I 
don’t think it matters much to us financially if the 
disease be hematuria or hemo-albuminuria for I find 
that farmers think more of successful practical results 
than pathological theory. If it will lead to a good 
discussion, or even abuse, I shall be amply repaid for the 
little trouble I have taken. 

‘Through a misunderstanding with the reporters a report 
of the discussion was not taken. |] 

JoHN Dunstan, Hon. Sec. 








ROYAL COUNTIES’ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Be annual general meeting took place on Friday, 
arch 29, at the Great Western Hotel, Reading. Owing 
Various circumstances the attendance was not so large 
48 usual at these gatherings. The President, Mr. G. E. 
ing, of Abingdon, filled the chair, there being also 
puvat Messrs. F, W. Hanks and S. Villar, vice-presi- 
*nts; Messrs. A. L. Butters, W.G. Flanagan, H. C. 
weet P. J. Simpson, Sidney H. Slocock, Walter 
res and F. W. Wragg, members ; and Professors 
Roge adyean, Axe, and Messrs. Henry Gray, and W. 
t Clarke, visitors. 


ADDRESS TO THE KING. 


ar PresiDENT said that before they proceeded with 
to iprdinary business of the meeting he had to allude 


-. loss which the nation had sustained through the 
the « of her late Majesty Queen Victoria. They were 


of respect to the memory of their late sovereign if they 
adjourned that meeting fora month, until the period of 
national mourning was over. It needed no words of his 
to dilate upon the merits of the late Queen, who was a 
hard-working, a conscientious, and a good woman, a 
fond mother, and in fact everything that was good. They 
all hoped and trusted that her great wisdom and the 
many good traits of her character had descended to 
her son King Edward, the present Sovereign of these 
Realms. He moved: “That we, the members of the 
R.C.V.M.A., at the annual meeting held at Reading 
March 29th, 1901, (postponed for one month until the 
period of national mourning was over) desire to express 
our sorrow at the loss the nation has sustained by the 
death of her late Majesty Queen Victoria, and we 
humbly’ wish to convey our deep sympathy and condo- 
lence to His Majesty King Edward in his bereavement. 
We also tender our loyal congratulations on His 
Majesty’s accession to the Throne.” 

Mr. WraGG seconded the motion, which was carried 
in silence, all standing. 

The PRESIDENT then explained that the absence of 
the popular Hon. Secretary of the Asscciation (Mr. E. 
Percival Owen, of Thame, was due to the very serious 
illness of his wife, who had a paralytic seizure due to 
embolism of the brain. Under those sad circumstances 
Mr. Villar, their late President, had kindly offered to act 
as Secretary at that meeting. 

Mr. VILLAR then read the minutes, which were duly 
confirmed and signed. 





ELECTION OF AUDITOR, ETC. 

Mr. Burrers moved that in future the accounts of 
the Association be audited and published annually ex- 
plaining that he did so in accordance with the wish of 
the Hon. Treasurer (Mr. J. P.S. Walker, of Oxford). 

Mr. WRAGG seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. Villar, 
Mr. Butters was appointed auditor. 

The abstract of balance sheet showed total receipts, 
including a balance brought forward of £32 13s. 2d., 
amounting to £54 3s. 8d., and accounts paid during the 


year £8 9s. 5d., leaving a balance in the bank of 
£45 14s. 3d. 
. CORRESPONDENCE. 
The following letters were read :— 
“Veterinary Establishment, 
Gordon House, Windsor. 


December 22nd. 
Dear Mr. Owen,—On behalf of Lady Simpson and the 
rest of the family I am writing to ask you to convey to 
the members of the R.C.V.M.A. our sincere thanks for 
their very kind expressions of sympathy with us in a 
loss which none but those who have experienced it can 
feel. We are most grateful for you kind message,— 
With kind regards, yours faithfuliy, 
HENRY G. Simpson.” 


“ New Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 
December 24th. 
Dear Sir,—Please convey to the members of your 
Association the heartfelt thanks of the members of the 
family of my late dear Father for their kind letter of 
sympathy and condolence with us in our great and irre- 
parable Joss—I remain, dear sir, yours very affec 
tionately, 
W. Owen WILLIAMS. 

E. Percival Owen, Esq. 


Letters and telegrams expressing regret at inability 
to attend were read from Messrs. Albert Wheatley, J. 





yal Counties” Veterinary Association, and for 
that reason the executive thought it would be only a sign 


Lloyd Still, J. P. S. Walker, J. S. Hurndall, J. F. Simp- 
on, H. C. Lepper, J. H. Wilson, and Prof. Pritchard. 
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THE WILLIAMS’ MEMORIAL. 


It was agreed that the President and’ Hon. Sec. be 
asked to join the Committee formed to promote a 
memorial to the late Principal Williams of Edinburgh ; 
and Mr. Villar gave notice that at the next meeting he 
would propose that a sum not exceeding ten guineas 
7 aw by the Association to the Williams Memorial 

und. 


PLace oF NExT MEETING. 


On the proposition of Mr. Villar, seconded by Mr. 
Hanks, it was unanimously resolved that the summer 
meeting be held at Reading. 


Post-MorTEM SPECIMENS. 


Mr. WESTERN showed and gave the history of a case 
of osteo-myeltis in the inferior portion of the tibia of a 
nine-year-old St. Bernard dog. 

Mr. Stocock handed round a curious case of compound 
comminuted fracture of the tibia from «a high-class 
hunter. 

Mr. V1ILLaR called attention to specimens of spleens 
from pigs, which had been slaughtered on account of 
tuberculosis, containing nodules as large as acorns or the 
bowl of a tea spoon. 


THE CAMBRIDGE CASE. 


Mr. Henry Gray, by permission of the meeting, read 
a short paper on this subject, which he brought before 
the Central Veterinary Medical Association early in 
March, claiming an open discussion of the facts and a 
full explanation of the conduct of the Council. 

The PRESIDENT said he did not think it would be in 
order to take any official notice of Mr. Gray’s communi- 
cation, but of course any members of the Association 
who wished to sign Mr. Gray’s memorial for a special 
general meeting in their private capacity as members of 
the profession were perfectly at liberty to do so. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Gro. Epwarp Kine, M.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—One of the first duties that devolves 
upon a new President on his taking the chair at the 
annual meeting is the infliction of an address upon his 
fellow members, containing the usual stereotyped plati- 
tudes and familiar homilies. 

Whether the address is of any practical value or is 
merely a sacrifice to professional convention, it at any 
rate affords the President the opportunity of expressing 
his appreciation of the action of the Society in placing 
him in the position of honour. And I desire, gentlemen, 
to tender you my sincere thanks for the kindness and 
good feeling yon have shown me, and as your President I 
will endeavour to keepa faithful watch over the interests 
of the Society and spare no effort to make my year of 
office a successful and interesting one. An inaugural 
address I believe is not open to debate and consequently 
is sometimes made the medium of expressing grievances, 
airing fads, or dosing an audience with professional 
politics. Fortunately for you I have no grievances or 
special ideas, so you will be spared any interesting ordeal. 
I am what Lord Rosebery recently facetiously described 
himself to be “a mere dull rural person, a looker on,” so 
I propose offering you a short commentary review of the 
principal events which have taken place during the past 
year, and to make one or two references to what we are 
anticipating during the coming 12 months. 

Last October another veterinary school was added to 
the four already existing, and Ireland has now the 
honour and privilege of educating her own veterinary 
surgeons. I trust that the new College will be suc- 
cessful. 

Death has, I regret to say, removed from us during 


the last twelve months one of our most useful and 

prominent members. The late Sir Henry Simpson was 

taken off in the very zenith of a successful, professional, 

and social career. We shall all miss his genial presence, 
| and the Society will lose, I believe, one of its founders 
| and early presidents. 

The matriculation examination, the subject upon which 
the election cf 1896 was fought with so much stubborn. 
ness, and which at that time we thought was settled, has 
cropped up again and occupied a considerable amount of 
time at the Council meetings. I am not prepared to 
offer any opinion upon the subtle arguments advanced by 
the riva] sections. I think the entrance examinations 
should be an equal test at all the schools, but whether 
the Scotch schools have any real grievance [ think is 
dcubtful. Probably all these bickerings and contentions 
would have been avoided had we in 1896 struck outa 
line of our own and not slavishly followed the medical 
profession. I think we might with advantage fix a stan- 
dard of education of our own and stick to it ; originality 
is evidently at a premium in the Council. The veteri- 
nary profession is sufficiently robust to stand alone, and 
the time has now arrived when we should be able to 
throw off the medical yoke. We cannot afford to make 
any retrograde steps. While every branch of learning 
and science is advancing we must advance too or be left 
behind in the race. The portals of the profession should 
be jealously guarded, for we must remember the better 
the recruit the more the rank and file will advance and 
the more proficient the whole body becomes the more the 
public will appreciate us. 

The young man who has been a pupil for twelve or 
eighteen months with a good general practitioner before 
enteriag his College course has a decided advantage over 
the man who enters College direct from school. He gets 
a good idea of the routine of a practice, learns how to 
ride and drive, sees animals in health and disease, gets a 
knowledge how to handle patients and clients, and be- 
come handy in administering medicines, all very impor- 
tant points in his subsequent career. A_ client often 
forms an opinion of a man, whether there is any grit in 
him, by the way he approaches him, how he rides or 
drives into his yard, or handles his patient, and I hold 
these practical details are a very important part of the 
veterinary surgeon’s education. Personally I much pre- 
fer as locum or assistant a gentleman who has served his 
pupilage, and I know clients are of the same opinion. A 
man makes none the worse student for having seen prac 
tice, I think he makes the better. Compulsory pupilage 
would be, I think, a benefit to our young men and the 
profession generally. ; 

Turning from home to the topic which has most en 
gaged our attention during the past twelve months, the 
war in South Africa. , The doings of all branches of the 
service have been watched with critical eyes, and I think 
there is every reason for the civilian portion of the pro- 
fession to feel proud of the way their military conjier® 
have performed their duties ; they have come out of the 
ordeal with flying colours. Considering the Veterinas? 
Department was undermanned—a point to which ied 
attention of the authorities had been repeatedly calle 
long before the war broke out, and owing to the scarcity 
of its numbers when the stress of war came, It > 
fall back upon volunteers—gentlemen who were patriotic 
enough to give up good positions and in many 
leave large practices, but who of course had ““~ = 
training in military methods, Bearing In mine 
extreme difficulties ander which their duties were va 
formed, and the outbreak of contagious diseases ope 
the horses that were landed at the Cape, it wee the 
have been surprising if the Press, which all ~~ 
campaign has been captiously critical, had ae _n 
adverse comments upon our men. But although "other 
were condemned, generals cashiered, and ony ae ” 
officers blamed for neglect of duty, I have not 4° 
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read of anything but praise for the veterinary officer. 
There have been serious allegations respecting the re- 
mounts and the shipments of horses, but neither of these 
are I believe under the control or direction of the veter- 
inary officers ; it might perhaps be an advantage to the 
Army and a corresponding relief to the pocket of the 
taxpayer, if they were under veterinary supervision. 
Now that reform is the order of the day it is to be hoped 
that the claims of the Veterinary Department will not be 
overlooked but receive the attention they have so long 
merited. The grievances the Department has laboured 
under are admitted by all right-minded persons, and 
now, in view of the valuable services it has rendered, the 
(overnment are under an additional obligation to re- 
move them. But reform moves with laggard steps. It 
has often appeared to me that were the heads of several 
of the Government Departments characters in a Gilber- 
tian play, their condition could not be more paradoxical. 
A Minister is appointed to an office to direct its affairs, 
not because he has any special knowledge of its duties, 
whatever his other qualifications may be, his 7é/e is to 
answer as ambiguously as possible questions in Parlia- 
ment—replies that are notoriously often suggestions of 
what is false or suppressions of what is true, or both, 
and to worry and interfere with his subordinates—often 
men who are experts and have had a life long experience 
of their work, Thus we have a Minister of Agriculture 
who has no special knowledge of the farm or of the 
diseases of animals, with a military deputy to assist him. 
The Army and the Navy are managed in the same way. 
One Government goes, another takes its place, these 
Ministers who by mere contact have become affected | 
with some of the traditions of their respective offices 
have their places shuffled. They have got to know a 
little of the work where they have been—they are conse- 
quently sent to muddle and worry elsewhere. Supposing 
alarge business house managed its different departments 
on these lines, what would be the result? Can we won- 
der at inefficiency ? 
During the coming summer there is a most important 
Uongress to be held in London on the subject of Tuber- 
culosis, with a very comprehensive programme. It is 
flattering to find that the veterinary profession has a 
“ection alloted to it. Science owes a considerable debt 


The meeting closed with votes of thanks, carried by 
| acclamation, to the President for his admirable address 
and courteous conduct in the chair, and to the gentle- 
men who had brought forward specimens of interest. 


| THE ANNUAL DINNER 


| was splendidly served in the Hotel coffee-room, the 
| gentlemen named above being joined at the tables by the 
| Mayor of Reading (Mr. A. Holland Bull), Mr. A. C. 
| Cope (President of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons), Dr. Wilcockson, Messrs. Wm. Ferguson, W. 
Bonny. R. H. Bradley, R. L. Clarke. Charles Oades, 
and A. C. Butler. 

The PRESIDENT asked the company to drink the first 
toast— that of “His Majesty the King’—with the 
greatest enthusiasm. The King had always been most 
popular, and he thought at the present moment His 
Majesty was even more popular than ever. He was a 
| hardworking man, a keen sportsman, a genial gentleman, 
| and a great lover of animals, and especially of the race- 
horse, with which he had had phenomenal success ; and 
last but not least, he was a kind supporter of the veteri- 
nary profession. (Hear, hear.) They had every reason 
to think His Majesty would continue his kind support 
to them now he had ascended the Throne. He believed 
the King would himself open the London Congress on 
Tuberculosis, which was a subject in which he took a 
great interest. He was pleased to notice that when the 
King was visiting his invalid sister in Germany a few 
weeks ago he inspected two or three of the sanatoria 
there for the open-air treatment of tuberculosis, and en- 
quired very carefully into this method of treatment. 
(Hear, hear). They could not expect that His Majesty’s 
reign might be as long as that of his revered and lamen- 
ted mother; but they all hoped it would be equally 
happy and glorious. (Cheers,) 

The toast, needless to say, was right loyally drunk. 

The PRESIDENT next submitted “ The Queen, the Duke 
and Duchess of Cornwall and York, and the rest of the 
Royal Family.” The Queen found her way to the hearts 
of Englishmen as soon as she came to this country, and 
they had never lost their affection fur her. She was as 
good as she was amiable, and as amiable as she was 








to veterinary workers for the light they have been able 
to throw upon the disease, and we are grateful to find 
‘ut labours are acknowledged and appreciated. Prob- 
ably the number of human deaths arising from animal | 
“otaminaticn, ¢.e., direct contagion and the consump- 
tion of tuberculous milk and flesh, is small, so are the 
‘ths arising from rabies and glanders, but the risk, 
Which is a far greater one than of these two other 
Keases, must not be ignored. The Congress will have 
we useful effect of directing public attention to the 
sease, and the means of preventing it, both in human 
ne and animals, for apart from the risks to human 
oa the loss sustained by agriculturists is sufficient to 
mm the Government taking over the control of the 
th Oe and it is to hoped that as one of the results of 
) ongress the disease will be scheduled under the 
eo Diseases Animals Act. But the field of | 
nenty of” research is still a wide one. There is still | 
; rhe work for careful scientific investigation, plenty | 
ire patie of which we are still in the dark as to their | 
logs harernee. and consequently treat empirically—the 
known ined by dairymen and farmers from the disease | 
consi 48 parturient apoplexy alone must amount toa | 
erable sum annually. 





| 
| 
| 
| 





tus hope the day is not far off when a scheme for a carried out. 


Pate uate course which has been promulgated on | 
This w tl one occasion, will take some practical shape. | 
pud afford the opportunity for trained scientific 


teh into some of the diseases of which our know- 


ledge j che < : 
ithers” almost as primitive as was that of our fore- 


beautiful. (Hear, hear.) They all knew the interest 
Her Majesty took in the relief of the sick and suffering, 
and that many a hospital and home had to thank her, 
and many a poor mortal to bless her for suffering re- 
ieved and surroundings brightened by her help. The 
Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York were now on 
their way to the Colonies in the discharge of a duty the 
importance of which it was impossible to estimate, and 


| which was a graceful return on our part for the sacrifices 


and the loyal support our Colonies had given in our 
time of stress and trouble. They hoped the result of 
that tour would be to bind the Empire into one great 
homogeneous Commonwealth. (Applause). 

Mr. Burrers, in the absence of Professor Macqueen, 
gave “ The Imperial Forces.” The recent war in South 
Africa, while it had called attention to many weaknesses, 
had, he said, also shown a good deal of strength of the 
Empire, demonstrating the patriotism of the sons of the 
Empire all over the world, and teaching a lesson which 
other nations would not soon forget. (Hear, hear.) 
There was no doubt, from our experiences in South 
Africa that certain reforms were wanted, and, judging 
from the hearty and thorough way in which matters 
were being tackled, those much-needed reforms would be 
The way in which our yeomen and volun- 


| teers had done their duty in the war showed they were 
of the right stuff. The Army Veterinary Department 
was no doubt in a great measure defextive, but the 
defects had been more in organisation than in the train- 
ing of the men themselves, for throughout the war the 
members of the Veterinary Department had all done 
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their duty well, and had more than once ridden with 
despatches, under heavy fire, ’cross country. (Hear, hear). 
He coupled with the toast the names of Mr. Jagger, who 
had been out in South Africa and was one of those who 


had performed the brilliant services to which he had just | 
alluded, and of Lieutenant Percy Simpson of the Royal | 


Berks Yeomanry, who, if he followed in his father’s foot- 
steps, would prove a brilliant member of the veterinary 
profession. (Applause.) 





Mr. JAGGER, in responding, said he did so with diffi- | 


dence, because he could lay no claim to any special 
knowledge of the Imperial Forces except that he had 


Royal College. All that naturally tended to raise thei 
status ; but what would tend most to their elevation was 
the respect they had for themselves and for their profes. 
sion. (Hear, hear.) The one thing that was above’al| 
important to their advancement was that they should 
so ccnduct themselves in the eyes of the public that they 
need never be ashamed of being called members of the 
veterinary profession. (Hear, hear.) He always ip. 
stilled into the young men with whom he came in con- 
tact that the first thing they had to do in following their 
profession when they left the College was never to for. 
get that they were gentlemen. They had had in their 


had the privilege and pleasure—at times—of serving | timea great many troubles and opposition to contend 


with them during the last 12 months in South Africa. 
They had all read of the splendid work done by the Navy 
during the war, and how the “handy man” had proved 
himself of great use on shore as well as sea. With re- 
gard to the Army, he had the opportunity of seeing them 


| 
| 


with. They had, however, received a great deal of assis- 
tance from people in power, and they had also been very 
materially assisted by the medical profession. It was a 
remarkable fact that in the early stage of their existence 
the profession itself was practically in the hands of the 


at work in the field. and he thought the opportunity | medical profession. Professor Coleman, who was once 
of witnessing the conduct of the private soldier in the | Principal of the Royal Veterinary College, was a men- 
tield enough to recompense a man for all he had gone | ber of the medical profession, and ia his early days had 


through during the campaign. It was an experience 
of a lifetime to see Tommy Atkins advancing to attack a 
position, as he had seen him more than once. No matter 
who fell he went on to accomplish his object, and until 
orders were given he would not swerve to the right or to 
the left. (Hear, hear). He had seen a good deal also 
of the Colonial forces, and had always found them really 
good fellows and excellent soldiers. With respect to the 
Army Veterinary Department he could imagine no much 
better life than tv go into it. The officers were all 
sportsmen, and were always pleased to welcome a 
veterinary surgeon and a sportsman on active service. 
(Applause). 

Lieut. Percy Simpson, who followed, said that con- 
sidering how under-manned the Army Veterinary 
Department in South Africa was, he thought they had 
done very well ; and they had certainly escaped adverse 
criticism. The chief objections to joining that Depart- 
ment were the smallness of pay, the slowness of promo- 
tion, and the prefix of “ veterinary” to the title of lieu- 
tenant, colonel, or whatever it might be The time had 
comé when they should try to get that prefix removed, 
as the medical profession had had it removed. Then 
he thought the buying of remounts ought to be left to 
the Army Veterinary Department. (Hear, hear.) Mr. 
Simpson then referred to some of the changes in the 
Yeomanry proposed by Mr. Brodrick, expressing the 
hope that a good many of the Imperial Yeomanry would 
when they returned from the war join their county 
regiments. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. W. Ferauson proposed the toast of “The 
Veterinary Profession,” speaking of the profession a3 a 
noble one, and referring to its wonderful progress in 
science and in the status of its members, who now 
ranked with the medical profession. 

Mr. A. C. Cope responded. Mr. Ferguson had very 
truthfully said that the profession to-day was very 
different to what it was formerly. They had amongst 
them a number of men who, socially, scientifically and 
professionally, were an honour to the profession. They 
enjoyed the confidence and esteem of the public to a 
greater extent than they did formerly ; and he did think 
they themselves had rendered greater service to the 
State, and more particularly to agriculturists, than had 
any other profession in this country. They were a 
moving profession—their desire was to keep up with 
the times, and that was evident by the alterations which 
had been made in the examinations conducted by their 
Board. Those examinations at the present day were 
of such a character that it required a young man of no 
ordinary stamp of education to be able even to enter the 
profession. He must be educated equally to the medical 
student, and his parents had to find a very considerable 
sum of money to enable him to pursue his studies at the 








been associated with the most eminent men in that pro- 
fession, including Sir Astley Cooper, Jenner, Babing- 
ton, and Cline. He was selected on the recommenda- 
tion of Sir Astley Cooper and Dr. Cline to succeed to 
Mr. Sainbel, who was the first Principal. The certificates 
of students who passed their examinations at the 
College before the Charter was granted had on them 
the signatures of medical men only. That was an 
evidence that the medical profession had always in 
the past, as they had up to the present moment, 
materially assisted veterinarians in their advancement 
in scientific and other work. (Hear, hear). They now 
had made such progress themselves that they were able 
to thrive and prosper without that external assistance. 
(Applause). 

Professor M’F apYEAN then called on the company to 
drink the toast of the evening “Success to the Royal 
Counties Veterinary Medical Association.” He said he 
was sure they would all agree that during the whole 
course of its existence that Association had been doing 
good work in its district. (Hear, hear.) It appeared to 
him that that and kindred Associations throughout the 
country were doing good in two quite distinct directions 
In the tirst place such societies might be said to be exer- 
cising a sort of educational influence, because the reading 
of and listening to papers, and the discussion following, 
at the periodical meetings must tend to prevent a mal 
from falling into that lamentable frame of mind in which 
he thought that he had nothing to learn. (Hear, and 
Laughter). He dared say that some gentlemen who were 
engaged in extensive veterinary yractices might retort 
that in their daily occupation they found sufficient opp 
tunity for the continuance of their own education ; a0 
for the rest they might say that they could learn ~_ 
by reading the current literature. On the other hand he 
ventured to assert that no man’s practice was so extel" 
sive that he could learn nothing from his neighbout, 
while hedid not think the mere reading a book we 
be trusted to keep a man quite up to the times. ( ” 
hear.) The other direction in which he thought nee 
kindred associations were doing very good work “ a 
the social side. Occasions such as that did a very mi 
amount of good by tending to moderate th 08 oak 
jealousies and rivalries which were only too apt — a 
up among members of the same profession who — 
to speak, competing in the same neighbourhood. — 
hear.) They felt, perhaps, that something had eae 
to occasion a little friction with their next _ vo 
tioner ; but when they had sat around a hospital Forgive 
like that they began to feel that they cou they ba 
him, and they might even fee! quite sure - OY He 
not got an enemy anywhere. (Laughter and he was 
did not say that the feeling was permanent heat. 
quite sure that it did good while it lasted. (Hear, 
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There was still another direction in which those associa- | like to see in their profession—because it was often a 
tions did good. A minute ago he was imagining the case | great failing in his profession—that they should realise 
ofaman who thought that he could continue his educa- the division between science and art, and between trade 
tion by reading the current literature, but what would | and commerce. Many men considered the commercial 
become of their weekly and monthly journals if it were | side of their lives as quite sufficient excuse to stop away 
not for those local associations which found matter for | from their meetings—-that the commercial part should 
their editions ? (Laughter.) In conclusion he said they | take precedence of the scientific part of their lives. When 
all regretted that Mr. James Simpson, an old and a dis- | parents decided to spend money on the education of a 
tinguished member of that Association, was not present | son, and when a young man took up a noble profession, 
toreply to the toast as he had hoped ; but if anything | he should remember that he was doing it for the welfare 
could compensate them for that loss it was the know- | of his fellow creatures and to alleviate suffering in the 
ledge of the fact that they had a most excellent substi- | whole animal kingdom, rather than to make money out 
tutein Mr. Wragg, with whom he begged to couple the | of it. That noble idea should regulate his whole life.--- 
toast. (Applause). | (Hear, hear.) Medical men were dependent on the mem- 

Mr. F, W. WraGe, in response, said that association, | bers of the veterinary profession to a great extent, and 
during the many years it has been in existence, had done | their work had to be amalgamated, especially in patho- 
rally good work. As Professor McFadyean had hinted, | logy. They depended on veterinarians to help them in 


-aman in any calling of life who thought he had nothing | the theories which were before them in many branches 


tolearn had better depart from this happy sphere and | of their profession, and especially in that concerning 
trysome other place—(laughter)—and while they were | tuberculosis. Doctors were “very big” now-a-days on 
all conscious of the benefits they received by their scien- | the open air treatment of tuberculosis. A great many of 
tiie discussions they did not overlook the social gather- , the animals treated by veterinarians lived in the open air 
ings which followed the business. They generally met in| and yet contracted tuberculosis. He had never seen 
Reading some old friends to see whom was a real/that question brought up in the medical profession. 
pleasure, and such was the case that evening.— | Could they not help each other when they came to 
(Applause. ) | therapeutics ? because he believed the time would come 
Professor AXE gave the next toast, that of “The | when drugs would be discovered which would be assimi 
Medical Profession.” It had already, he said, been repre- | lated by the blood in such a quantity that they could 
sented to them how influential the medical profession | combat that disease of tuberculosis in its various forms. 
bad been in the evolution of the veterinary profession. | He believed that scheme could only be of practical use 
Mr. Cope had reminded them how some of the most | when they could combine therapeutics with that one 
eminent medical men were instrumental in starting, as it | difficult thing, oxygen, which could kill the bacillus 
were, the life of the veterinary profession, and how much | Doctors saw children daily dying of tubercular menin- 
they had done since that time to bring the veterinary | gitis and tubercular peritonitis, and be believed it was 
profession to the position it now occupied. It had been | only when they could settle the point he had raised that 
suggested that they had no longer need of the help of the | they could combat tuberculosis. (Hear, hear.) Dr. 
wedical professicn, but he would remind his friend that | Wilcockson went on to say that after this war in South 
there was no finality to science, and that insomuch as | Africa, in which so many men of both professions had 
union was strength it would be a pity indeed if the rela- | won the Victoria Cross, he thuught they had every reason 
tons now existing between the medical and the | to approach the War Office to grant them some of the 
Veterinary professions were in the slightest degree weak- | advantages the medical staff had obtained—very grud- 
ted, (Hear, hear.) In pathology, whether they re- | gingly he admitted. They could work hand in hand. 
garded it in respect of the diseases of animals or the | (Hear, hear.) Another thing this war had shown was the 
diseases of man, the same processes were engaged, and | uselessness of soldiers without their horses. When he 
the medical profession had done much indeed in build- | (the speaker) was in the Yeomanry they were told they 
ing that up and in establishing the veterinary profession | were only an ornamental part of the Service and would 
in the position it now ocenpied. The two professions had | soon be put on one side, but in this war unmounted men 
Watual interests which could only be exercised for the | were practically of no use. And further, mounted men 
leatest good when the two co-operated together, and so | were useless if their horses were ill, and the men them- 
e sincerely trusted that the good feeling existing, and | selves were of no use unless they were medically atten- 
“hich had existed for so long a period, would continue. | ded. Until it was recognised that both men and horses 
‘at, hear.) He only hoped that the ties which bound | must be medically attended, in fact, the Army was of no 
& two professions together would continue and be | use in the field. (Applause.) 
strengthened, because co-operation between the two Mr. Stocock gave “The Visitors” in 
to &s of what might be designated one profession | terms ; and 
iwetend to place pathology in the future on a sounder; The Mayor of ReapInG and Professor AXE suitably 
‘undation than it existed to-day, notwithstanding the | acknowledged the toast, the latter.expressing the hope 
ingress made in recent years. (App.) that he might shortly become a member of the Associa- 
xi t. WiLcockson (Reading) in acknowledging the toast | tion. wm - 
€ had always had great pleasure in attending their Mr. 8S. VILLAR, in submitting the last toast, “The 


felicitous 


Rtherings, because he felt there was a great unity be- | President and Officers of the R.C.V.M.A.” said those of 

mee two professions. He was a great believer in | them who had the pleasure of listening to the inaugural 

yen and to a certain extent a follower of Darwin ; | address of their President that afternoon would fully 
e 


a re came a point when they had to part—when : va t : 
44 ad the animal kingdom and its pathology, medical | to fill the responsible position which he occupied. 
deal Setting a little further, had the mind and soul to 


low be Where that led to he was not prepared to 


recognise that Mr. King was a man thoroughly adapted 
Mr. 
King had shown great interest in the working details of 
the profession, and in his address that day he approached 
tah, \t was the only point in the whole of their the matter from a very businesslike point of view. A 
Which parted them. He wasso convinced that the | few years ago he introduced to the notice of an Associa- 

+ tons and Science were advanced by those meetings | tion of veterinary surgeons in that town a matter of 

' her Would like to see amongst his friends monthly | very high scientific interest, and did so in a very skilful 
and dj; Ogs of that kind where they could exchange views | manner. In Mr. King, their President, they had a 


thoes interesting cases, as was done in the Reading | scientific man, a lover of his profession, and a man of 
“gical Society, because he did feel that in animal | business instinct, and he was sure that under his guid- 


(Hear, hear.) 


iv dology th 


ey were one. Then he would ance the Royal Counties’ Association might look forward 
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to a very successful year. He asked all the members to 
support their President by volunteering subjects for dis- 
cussion, which was the greatest help that could be 
given to the President of a veterinary or a medical 
association (Hear, hear). They all regretted that their 
Hon. Sec, was not with them that day, and the domestic 
affliction that kept him away, and hoped to see Mr. 
Owen at their next meeting under happier circumstances. 
Their Hon. Treasurer was also absent; and under 
those circumstances he asked them to drink the toast 
not only of the President but to couple with it the 
name of Mr. W. G. Flanagan, whom they were all 
glad to see in restored health, and whose retirement 
from the active practice of their profession was such a 
great loss. Their good friend, Mr. Flanagan, was a sort 
of volunteer official, and had proved himself in many 
respects its backbone. (Applause). 

The toast was very heartily honoured, and suitably re- 
plied to by the PRESIDENT and Mr. FLANAGAN. 

During the pleasant evening songs were given by 
Prof, Axe, Dr. Wilcockson, and Messrs. Hanks, Bonny, 
and Bradley, and Mr. Butters contributed an amusing 
recitation. 





THE ALDERMAN AND THE V5. 





At Guildhall on Saturday, April 17th, George Harris, 
44, Hatcham Park Road, was charged with cruelty toa 
horse by working it whilst lame, and Albert Brown, cab 
proprietor, of East Street, Old Kent Road, was summoned 
for causing it to be so worked. 

Evidence was given as to the horse being worked, and 
Alderman Dr. Crosby called the court veterinary surgeon 
(Mr. L. Savournin), who said the horse was lame in both 
fore legs, was not fit for cab work, and in its present 
condition it was cruelty to work it. The defendant de- 
nied that it was lame, and wished to call his own veteri- 
nary surgeon. 

Alderman Crosby : Then you had better call evidence 
on that point. 

Mr. Price, M.R.C.V.S., Kennington Cross, being sworn 
said he had been a veterinary surgeon for thirty years 
He considered the horse was quite fit to work. 

The Alderman : Then I am sorry for your opinion. 

Mr. Price: And I am sorry for your interruption be- 
fore I have given the whole of my evidence. I have been 
a veterinary surgeon for over 30 years, and I adhere to 
my opinion that the horse is fit for work. 

The Alderman : And I have been in practice as a sur- 
geon for over 50 years, and I say it is not fit to work. 

Mr. Price : I don’t think your observations are likely 
to prejudice my evidence. | say it is fit for work. You 
have no right to interrupt me in my evidence. 

Alderman Dr. Crosby : Having examined that horse I 
am of the same opinion as Mr. Savournin. But I apolo- 
gise for interrupting you. 

Mr. Price: I accept your apology. You ought not to 
have expressed your opinion before [ had finished my 
evidence. ; 

The Alderman: It was a question of opinion, and we 
all have a right to our opinions. 

Mr. Price (warmly) : It is not a question of opinion ; it 
is a question of fact. On a reputation of 30 years’ stand- 
ing, I say it is fit to work. 

The Alderman: You must stand down. I believe my 
own veterinary surgeon. (To defendants :) There has 
been a dispute between the veterinary surgeons, and I am 
disposed to view the case in that light. As there is a 
doubt I will give you the benefit of the doubt, and you 
are both discharged.— Morning Advertiser. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, 


From The London Gazette : 
War Orrice, Pant MALL, April 16. 


A despatch from Earl Roberts, K.G., G.C.B,, to the 
Right Hon. the Secretary of State for War, War Office, 
London, S.W., (contains the following) : 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


This Department, under Veterinary-Colonel I. Mat- 
thews, has performed good work. The peace establish- 
ment being tov small for the requirements of a large war, 
necessitated the employment of 123 civil veterinary sur- 
geons, who, however, soon adapted themselves to the 
conditions of active service, and did much good work. 
Great assistance was afforded by the excellently-organ- 
ized field veterinary hospitals so kindly lent by the 
Government of India. These hospitals leave nothing to 
be desired as regards supplies and equipment, and the 
personnel of Native N.C. officers, shoeing smiths, and 
trained attendants rendered most valuable service. 
There has been a notable immunity from contagious and 
ordinary diseases, except glanders, of which there have 
been five hundred cases, all of which the department was 
fortunately able to quickly suppress. There has also been 
an exceptional freedom from horse sickness ; under 200 
deaths out of more than 210,000 horses and mules.—TZ/e 
Times. 
Capture or Lieut. HELEY. 

No detailed account of the capture of Lieutenant 
Heley (of Eastbourne, a native of Wing) by the Boers has 
yet come to hand, but it is said that a letter received by 
the Newhaven relatives of a soldier at the front gives a‘ 
brief outline of the affair. The writer states that Lieut. 
Heley was coming down the railway with a small body 
of men from an outlying station where he had been in- 
specting the erection of some block houses on the lines of 
communication. When a certain point was reached the 
pilot track was derailed by an explosion. Lieut. Heley. 
and his small body of men immediately left the train and 
endeavoured to keep the Boers at bay, but they were In 
such force that this was impossible. The Boers, who 
seemed to treat the matter as a joke, came up an de- 
prived the soldiers of their good boots, leaving their old 
ones in exchange. The enemy then released the — 
but required Lieut. Heley to mount a pony, and too 
him away with them. No further news has at ee 
come through as to his whereabouts. Strangely enoug®, 
two or three days before his capture he wrote to a friend 
speaking of his approaching return, having no idea 0 
what was about to befall him.—Zhe Leighton Buzzard 
Observer. Bast 

‘Lieut. Hedley, M.R.C.V.S., was in practice at 8 
bourne, and was a keen member of the local voluntees 
artillery. He left England with a detachment last years 








Personal. 


The marriage of Dr. N. S. Manning, of Combe — 


and Miss Winifred Alice Fleming, daughter of gee 
ing, C.B., of Higher Leigh, Combe Martin, wer bureda 


: aris . % Martin, on 
ised at the parish church, Combe ‘A reception Wa 











lithinst. The church was crowded. ae 
subsequently held at Leigh House by Vr. ‘ 
Fleming. aa ror a —$==4q 
gees i -_—Mess 
Communications, Books, AND PaPERS RECEIVE T Hobda 


H.S. McCalla, F.W. Morris, F. E. Place, EL. Stro 
G. Mayall, J.Gofton, J.B. Wolstenholme, %-* 
R. Jones, F. Tonar, W. Robb. 

The Devon and Exeter Gazette. 
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